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September 20, 2007                Contact: Karen Perkins     
                      Youngstown Planning Department  
           330-742-8842 
           Ian Beniston 
           Ohio State Planning Team 
           330-519-4266  

**MEDIA ADVISORY FOR WEDNESDAY** 
September 26, 2007, 6:30 p.m., EDT 

Idora Neighborhood Meeting Planned for Wednesday
Planning Department looks for input from residents for 

neighborhood plan
The City of Youngstown Planning Department will be holding an Idora 
Neighborhood Meeting on Wednesday to receive input from neighborhood 
residents about changes and improvements they would like to see in their 
neighborhood. City planners and students from The Ohio State University City and 
Regional Planning Graduate Program will be facilitating discussion among 
residents of Youngstown’s Idora Neighborhood to solicit their input. This meeting 
will be part of a longer, comprehensive process of creating a neighborhood plan 
that will lead to visible changes in the Idora Neighborhood. 

WHAT:  Idora Neighborhood planning meeting to share ideas and promote       
dialogue among residents and planners.  

WHEN:  Wednesday, September 26, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. EDT 

WHO:    Karen Perkins, Youngstown Planning Department 
     The Ohio State University Planning Team

WHERE: Rescue Mission Distribution Center 
          2246 Glenwood Avenue, Youngstown, Ohio 
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Idora Neighborhood
       Meeting!!!

 September  26, 2007
6:30pm

Rescue Mission Distribution Center
2246 Glenwood Avenue

We need your input to make your neighborhood a better place to live!
Refreshments will be provided! 

Contact the City of Youngstown Planning Department at 330-742-8842 for more information
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Idora Neighborhood Plan Youngstown, Ohio 44503City of Youngstown Planning Department: 26 S. Phelps Street

Idora Neighborhood Plan 

26 S. Phelps Street

Youngstown, Ohio 44503

September 18, 2007

Dear Debora Flora,

Thank you for attending the Idora Neighborhood Stakeholder Meeting on August 9, 2007. 
We were very pleased with the attendance of the diverse group of individuals with ties 
to the neighborhood. The continued involvement from citizens like you is critical to the 
development and implementation of the plan. Your valued input will be sought throughout 
this entire process and we hope that you will continue to play a significant role in Idora’s 
revitalization.

Since the Stakeholder Meeting, a parcel-by-parcel survey of housing vacancy has been 
completed in addition to an updated inventory of vacant land.. This survey provides us 
with a current snapshot of neighborhood conditions. OSU students have also walked 
the neighborhood passing out fliers and talking to residents about the planning process. 
Overall, residents are excited that the City and OSU students are working to create posi-
tive changes in the neighborhood. We have begun the process of contacting the faith 
based organization that is foreclosing on the former Idora Park site in order to gain an 
understanding of their future plans for the parcel. 

A neighborhood meeting is being organized for Wednesday, September 26 at 6:30pm 
at the Rescue Mission Distribution Center on Glenwood Avenue. We encourage your 
attendance and hope to see you there. The neighborhood meeting will be followed by an 
organized neighborhood clean up to be held on Saturday, September 29.

If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please contact Karen Perkins at the 
Youngstown Planning Department at 330-742-8842. Again, thank you in advance for your 
continued involvement in revitalization efforts of the Idora neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Karen Perkins      Ian Beniston
City of Youngstown Planning Department  OSU Planning Team
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Idora Neighborhood Plan Youngstown, Ohio 44503City of Youngstown Planning Department: 26 S. Phelps Street

Idora Neighborhood Plan 

26 S. Phelps Street

Youngstown, Ohio 44503

September 17, 2007

Reverend Robert M. Bland
Teen Missions International
885 East Hall Rd.
Merritt Island, Florida 32953

Dear Reverend Bland:

We are writing you in regards to the former Idora Park parcel of land in Youngstown, 
Ohio.  As you may know, the City of Youngstown has recently adopted its Youngstown 
2010 comprehensive plan.  According to the plan, the city is divided into planning dis-
tricts, which includes the Idora neighborhood.  Implementation of the 2010 plan calls for 
developing neighborhood plans for each of the planning districts.  The district plans will 
engage the community, encourage resident involvement and ownership of the plan, guide 
the future development of the neighborhood, and make the Youngstown 2010 plan suc-
cessful.  As a civic organization, we know you can appreciate our process and goal.  

As we begin the neighborhood planning process for the Idora neighborhood, we are 
anticipating many inquiries from concerned residents regarding the Idora Park parcel.  As 
Teen Missions International (TMI) paid the delinquent taxes on the parcel on behalf of Mt. 
Calvary Church, we assume TMI will acquire control of the property.  In anticipation of 
residents’ questions and concerns during our first meeting, we find it prudent to ask if you 
could provide information on the future plans for the land.

We would also like to invite you to participate in the Idora neighborhood planning pro-
cess.  The kickoff date is September 26, 2007, and the meeting will begin discussions of 
future land use and community organization for the neighborhood.

More information about the Youngstown 2010 plan is available from its website at www.
youngstown2010.com.

Please feel free to contact Karen Perkins at 330-742-8842 should you have any ques-
tions regarding this letter or the Idora neighborhood planning process.  We look forward 
to hearing from you and hope to see you on September 26th.

Sincerely,

Karen Perkins      Ian Beniston
City of Youngstown Planning Department  OSU Planning Team
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November 5, 2007     Contact: Karen Perkins 
          Youngstown Planning Department  

              Phone: 330-742-8842  
          Ian Beniston 
          Ohio State Planning Team 

  Phone: 330-519-4266 

**MEDIA ADVISORY FOR WEDNESDAY** 
November 14, 2007, 7:00 p.m., EDT 

Idora Neighborhood Meeting 2 Planned 
Planning Department and The Ohio State University 

Students to present Goals and Strategies for improving 
the neighborhood

The City of Youngstown Planning Department will be holding the second Idora 
Neighborhood Meeting as part of the ongoing neighborhood planning process on 
Wednesday, November 14 at 7:00pm to receive feedback from residents on the 
goals and strategies developed to improve the neighborhood. The Ohio State 
University City and Regional Planning Graduate Program will be facilitating small 
group discussions among residents to gain their feedback on the progress of the 
plan. Neighborhood residents will also make a brief presentation about the newly 
formed Block Watch called the Idora Neighborhood Association. 

WHAT:  Idora Neighborhood planning meeting to share progress made on the 
neighborhood plan and to inform residents about the newly formed block watch. 

WHEN:  Wednesday, November 14, 2007 at 7:00p.m. EDT 

WHO:    Karen Perkins, City of Youngstown Planning Department 
     Ian Beniston, The Ohio State University Planning Team

WHERE: Rescue Mission Distribution Center 
          2246 Glenwood Avenue, Youngstown, Ohio 
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Idora Neighborhood
       Meeting 2!!!

 November 14, 2007
7:00pm

Rescue Mission Distribution Center
2246 Glenwood Avenue

The progress of the neighborhood plan will be dis-
cussed. Your involvement is critical, so please mark 
your calendar.

Contact the City of Youngstown Planning Department at 
330-742-8842 for more information

Refreshments will be provided!!
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November 5, 2007 

Dear Idora Neighborhood Resident,

We appreciate your attendance at the last Idora neighborhood meeting on September 26. 
The meeting was a success due to a great turnout and meaningful comments from 
residents such as you. We would like to request your attendance at our next neighborhood 
meeting to be held on November 14, 2007 at 7:00pm at the Rescue Mission 
Distribution Center located at 2246 Glenwood Avenue. The planning team will be 
presenting goals created for the revitalization of your neighborhood, along with detailed 
strategies on how to achieve each one of them. There will be a brief presentation 
followed by small group discussion on each of the goals. The group discussion is 
intended to help us gather your feedback on the goals that we have created. Your input is 
extremely valuable as the goals and strategies within this plan our based on your 
concerns. Neighborhood residents will also give a brief presentation about the newly 
formed Block Watch. Please do not hesitate to contact the planning team if you have any 
questions or concerns. We hope to see you on November14 at 7:00pm at the Rescue 
Mission.

Sincerely,

Karen Perkins      Ian Beniston 
City of Youngstown Planning Department   Ohio State University Planning Team  

Contact information: 
Youngstown Planning Department The Ohio State University Planning Team
Karen Perkins      Ian Beniston, beniston.1@osu.edu
City of Youngstown     Diane Alecusan, alecusan.4@osu.edu
City Hall Annex 
9 West Front Street, Suite 315 
Youngstown, OH  44503 
Phone:  330-742-8842 
FAX:  330-742-8997 
Email: KJackson@CityofYoungstownOH.com
Website: www.youngstown2010.com 
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